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President's Message

Check out the i-Naturalist Blog and click on the Calgary Region member observations
https://www.inaturalist.org/blog. If you want to take part in the 2023 Calgary Region City
Nature Challenge April 28 - May 1 contact Matt Wallace, Freelance Urban Ecologist & Citizen
Science Coordinator, BSC Geography (Honours), University of Calgary (403-690-3166) www.
citizenblitz.ca | citynatureyyc@gmail.com | www.citynatureyyc.ca.

The May Plant Count is an event sponsored by Alberta Native Plant Council
when volunteers survey their favourite natural area (ours is Nose Hill Park). The
aim is to provide valuable information on the distribution and blooming of
flowering plants in Alberta during the last week of May (May 25-31). Expertise in
wildflower identification is valuable, but not mandatory. Please email
mayplantcount@outlook.com to sign up and receive the information package or
participate on their new online platform. Then submit a scanned copy or photo of your original
datasheet (or in the Excel spreadsheet provided) by June 15th. Follow on FACEBOOK (META):
May Plant Count—Nature Alberta. Instagram: mayplantcount, Twitter: @mayplantcount.

Our public Facebook group http://fonhs.org/ now has many new members. One of them asked: "l saw
a coyote limping - who do you call to report that?" The answer from Melanie Whalen, Director of
Wildlife Care & Services for Calgary Wildlife was, "Coyotes aren't permitted to be rehabbed in the
province of Alberta. We get a lot of calls for injured coyotes and, unfortunately, can't intervene.
Hopefully the City can send someone from their team to assess and see how bad the injury is.
Sometimes it's a temporary minor injury and they can heal and adapt.” https://www.calgary
wildlife.org/team. Another local wildlife resource group offers online information about a common
animal sighting on Nose Hill, "Did you know that a porcupine may have as many as 30,000 quills
which are loosely attached/connected, enabling them to detach easily?" https:// www.

facebook.com /albertainstitutefor wild life conservation.

More on coyotes:" | am so fed up with the city spending money on hazing! It's a complete waste
of money. Let’s stop hazing and abusing coyotes and spend more time educating the public on
the service [such as rodent control] that coyotes do provide." Here are some other posts.
"Cannabis [empty] container found in the off-leash area of Nose Hill", "Saw this intriguing plant on
Nose Hill today", and "Please keep a lookout! Our cat jumped out of the window of our car on
14th street by Nose Hill parking lot. If you happen to see him please let us know."

Another public member posted: "Does anyone know what happened to all the bunnies that
lived under the canisters at the Edgemont/ Shaganappi parking lot.? | have a bad feeling that
they are all dead." One of the responses was: "Seems that the disease that killed the rabbits is
highly contagious and that it is dangerous to walk in the grass where they were because you
could spread it. Like kids at school, you will need to have 'outside shoes' and don't bring them
indoors [if you have any unvaccinated pet bunnies there] because it's so lethal for rabbits.
Including the wild hares."
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Letter from a new Member: “Dear Friends of Nose Hill, | am writing to officially become a
Friend of Nose Hill. My family have been unofficial friends for many years. My Grandmother,
Martha, who is 95 years old, has been walking on Nose Hill since the early 70s. She introduced
me to the Hill in my youngest years, and the rest of her family. For the past 3 years | have been
living with and caring for her, Nose Hill has been my place of reflection and solace. In the last 3
years | have developed a deeper relationship with the land up there, witnessing it through all the
seasons in her glory. | am very grateful for the Hill and for the friends that care for her. The love |
have for Nose Hill has led me to exploring and learning more about native plants, soil ecology,
and land stewardship. It has pained me to witness the spraying of herbicide all over the southern
slopes in the fall of 2021. With the crop of thistle of 2022, it seems the poison wasn't very
effective. | would love to never see herbicide on the Hill again. | am interested in organizing a
team of volunteers to help manage invasives on the southern slopes. | envision plant
identification training for volunteers by a local plant expert and then organizing waves of
volunteers to pull and remove Thistle through the summer of 2023. It would be great to connect
others about this idea. Enclosed is a cheque for membership for myself, my mother, and my
Grandmother.”

Re goats from CBC on FACEBOOK. Colleen Underwood posted on http://fonhs.org/ " Hi! | am
with CBC news. | am doing a story about the goats that are coming to the park for a month
tomorrow. Anyone have any comments - about that? | don't think they've been there before!" Two
of the responses were, "Yes, they have. | am not sure they were brought to the City during Covid-
19 but they have been in the City before. Absolutely." and "Love the idea of a grazing goat herd
at work in Nose Hill Park. Nose Hill is a natural park, so using a natural method to target weed
control makes sense". More on goats on page 4.

Nose Hill Desecration of Medicine Wheel near the Viewpoint Parking Lot

"Dear Friends of Nose Hill, As you may be aware, since the recent snowfall, the Medicine
Wheel near the summit overlooking the City has been vandalized. It appears that someone drove
up (tire tracks are adjacent to the site) and lifted out the majority of the stones and threw them
around. It's tragic that this has occurred, especially since the recent placement of the

interpretive sign. | would be grateful if you could forward this information to the authorities (City
Parks, Calgary Police, RCMP) and inform the indigenous groups involved."

One of our Executive wrote further: "There was a request for an information sign which | think
was passed on to the City. This note is to give you the head's up about a camera that has just
been installed on the Hill. | don't see anything yet in the media/Facebook/twitter. | took the
pictures last night. Had you heard that there were problems at the Medicine Wheel.....that there
was going to be a camera placed? | guess this camera could be First Nations' or City-owned? It
would be great to know what is going on. This camera won't last long. It will be such a
temptation for some to damage. The 'radio hut' poles are high and less than 100 ms. away. That
would be a much better spot for a camera. Geez, can Calgary just not have nice things? (I am
thinking of the constantly vandalized— & now to be modified—Peace Bridge.) The camera will be
an attempt to monitor what is going on at this site... but a passing jogger said to me, the next act
of vandalism will be to gaily push the camera down the hill. It is on wheels! Note: Maybe it is
monitored by satellite. Otherwise it seems useless."
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‘Medicine Wheel Desecration’, Photo Series
taken by Eve Robertson

Land acknowledgement

Camera installed

Medicine Wheel vandalism



Calgary Parks would like to share information with you From: Guy Beavers, Parks Community
Strategist Re: Goat Grazing on Nose Hill Park

Project Details: A herd of 260 goats grazed in the 40-hectare Rubbing Stone Hill Natural
Parkland Zone of Nose Hill for 30 days, beginning October 13/14, 2022, when most vegetation
had entered dormancy. The goat herd was monitored and managed by a professional shepherd
and highly trained herding dogs on site 24/7. To ensure safety of the herd livestock and the
public, physical interaction between the animals and the public was not permitted. Program
Ambassadors were on site during specific days and times to educate the public on the value of
targeted grazing.

Goals: The primary purpose of this project was to initiate a multi-year grazing program on Nose
Hill in the Rubbing Stone Hill Natural Parkland Zone (6465 14 St NW, North of the 64th Ave Nose
Hill parking lot).

The program had the following objectives: 1. To remove excess vegetation; 2. Reduce volume of
dead vegetation to reduce fire fuel load; 3. To improve biodiversity; 4. To reduce invasive species
encroachment into the Rubbing Stone Hill Natural Parkland Zone; and 5. To control noxious
weeds, primarily Canada Thistle.

Questions and Considerations

Why goat grazing? Since 2016, The City has had great success in using goats to help manage
invasive weeds like Canada Thistle. The City is committed to controlling weeds and pests in a
safe and environmentally responsible manner, and when possible, will use natural control
methods like grazing. Targeted grazing supports habitat restoration work by allowing native
vegetation to grow, which encourages healthy wildlife habitat and improves biodiversity.

How do costs compare to chemical herbicide? Goat grazing is a chemical-free way to control
weeds, with project costs close to that of conventional herbicide application.

How do we usually manage weeds in this park? The City of Calgary is committed to
controlling weeds in a safe and environmentally responsible manner. We typically use a
combination of mechanical (hand pulling) and chemical control methods to manage weeds.

What if an animal got away? A professional shepherd was managing the herd along with
trained dogs. The shepherd was highly trained and ensured the herd stayed together.

Weren't the goat droppings messy? Goat waste fertilizes the soil, adding valuable nutrients
and contributing to a healthy environment. Goat droppings are small, dry, and will easily work into
the ground.



Goats will graze in the area highlighted green and circled in red.

Pasture arrangement for Gracing Plan, overlaid with the plant community
polygons within the grazing area.
(original 1:18,000 scale)
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The Friends of Nose Hill invite
submissions of articles, poems, thoughts,
drawings or photographs from members,
visitors and others who have experienced
the Hill. We will do our best to print all
submissions, but because of space
limitations, we reserve the right to edit as
necessary.

Please include your name and phone
number with submissions.

The views expressed are those of
individuals and do not necessarily reflect
those of the FONHS

The Friends on Facebook
The Friends of Nose Hill have a Facebook Group. If
you are a Facebook member, check out the group:
“Friends of Nose Hill Society”. It has 358 members so
far. Feel free to post your stories, photos, comments
and questions about the Park.

Members who would like to receive future issues of the Friends of Nose Hill Newsletter by e-
mail should send an e-mail message with their request to: ervan@ucalgary.ca

Friends of Nose Hill Society Membership

Year: 2023 -2024

$20.00

RENEWAL NEW

Phone Number

E-mail address

Please return this form with your cheque or money order to:
Friends of Nose Hill, PO Box 45024, Calgary, Alberta T2L 1Y4
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